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NOTICE OF MEETING
LANDMARK COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2026 - 4:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 2ND FLOOR OF CITY HALL
823 ROSENBERG, GALVESTON, TEXAS
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

One or more members of the Landmark Commission may attend the meeting by

videoconference.

A quorum of the members of the Landmark Commission will be physically present at the

meeting location.

Call Meeting to Order

Attendance

Conflict of Interest

Public Comment

Request to Address Commission on Agenda ltems Without Public Hearings and Non-Agenda
ltems (three-minute maximum per speaker. If speaking through a translator, six-minute
maximum per speaker)

New Business and Associated Public Hearings

5.A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

l.

26L.C-012 (1608 Market / Avenue D) Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for door
and window replacements. Property is legally described as Abstract 628, M.B. Menard
Survey, West 38 Feet of Lot 10 (10-1), Block 556, in the City and County of Galveston,
Texas.

Applicant: John Huber

Property Owner: Grenland Co.

5.8 GALVESTON LANDMARK

2.

26L.C-011 (1811 20th Street) Request for designation as a Galveston Landmark. The property
is legally described as Abstract 628, M. B. Menard Survey, Lot 2, Maxwell Corner, Part of Lot
7, Southwest Block 69, Galveston Outlots, in the City and County of Galveston, Texas.
Applicant: Paul Church

Property Owner: Pelicanproperties.com Investments LLC

26L.C-013 (1616 Broadway / Avenue J) Request for designation as a Galveston Landmark.
The property is legally described as Abstract 628, M. B. Menard Survey, Lot 11 and West
Portion of Lot 10, Block 196, in the City and County of Galveston, Texas.

Applicant: Christine Glover

Property Owner: J. Michael and Christine Glover

Discussion ltem

6.A Discussion of electrical infrastructure in historic districts (Chastain/Click) - Continued
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7. Adjournment

| certify that the above Notice of Meeting was posted in a place convenient to the public in compliance
with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code on 05/26/2026 at 03:55 PM

Karina Rosales, Planning Technician

Note: An aggrieved applicant must file a letter requesting an appeal to the Historic
Preservation Officer within 20 days of the rendition of the Commission’s decision.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
(ADA), PERSONS IN NEED OF A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS
PROCEEDING SHALL, WITHIN THREE (3) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY PROCEEDING, CONTACT THE
CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE, SUITE 201, 823 ROSENBERG, GALVESTON, TEXAS 77550 (409
797-3510)

MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL MAY BE ATTENDING AND PARTICIPATING IN THIS MEETING
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Landmark Commission
Development Services Department
City of Galveston

June 1, 2026

26LC-012 STAFF REPORT

ADDRESS: Public Notice and Comment:

1608 Market / Avenue D Sent Returned In Favor Opposed No
Comment

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 5

The property is legally described as Abstract
628 M.B. Menard Survey, West 38 Feet of Lot
10 (10-1), Block 556, in the City and County of
Galveston, Texas.

APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE:
John Huber

PROPERTY OWNER:
Grenland Co.

ZONING DISTRICT:
Residential, Single-Family, Historic District
(R-3-H)

HISTORIC DISTRICT:
East End

REQUEST:

Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness
for modifications to the structure including
door and window replacements.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with conditions

EXHIBITS:

A — Applicant’s Submittal
B — Historic Sites Inventory Sheet

STAFF:

Daniel Lunsford

Planning Manager
409-797-3659
dlunsford@galvestontx.gov
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Zoning and Land Use Location Zoning Land Use

Subject Residential, Single-Family, Residential

Site Historic District (R-3-H)

North Residential, Single-Family, Historic | Residential
District (R-3-H)

South Residential, Single-Family, Historic | Residential
District (R-3-H)

East Residential, Single-Family, Vacant
Historic District (R-3-H)

West Residential, Single-Family, Residential
Historic District (R-3-H)

Historical and/or Date Ca. 1890
l-\.rch.it_ectural Style National Folk
Significance Condition | Good

Evaluation | Medium, Contributing: Contributes to the historical significance of the
district through location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and/or association

Note Door replaced; window pattern slightly altered.

Background In August 2024, the structure located directly to the east of the subject property (at
1604 Market) was destroyed by fire. The fire caused damage to the subject property
as well, including the destruction of numerous windows on the east facade.

Executive Summary The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to the
structure including:

o Replace damaged and destroyed windows with new low-E, impact-rated vinyl-
clad windows in a 6 over 6 configuration; and
o Replace four front doors and a damaged side door with six-panel molded

composite wood doors;

Additional details are included in Exhibit A.

Design Standards for The following Design Standards are applicable to this request:
Historic Properties

Materials and Finishes

Primary historic building materials should be preserved in place whenever feasible. If
the material is damaged, then limited replacement which matches the original should
be considered. These materials should never be covered or subjected to harsh cleaning
treatments. Preserving original building materials and limiting replacement to only
pieces which are deteriorated beyond repair reduces the demand for, and
environmental impacts from, the production of new materials and thus is sound
sustainability policy.
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Primary historic building materials found in Galveston include wood, stone, brick,
metal, stucco, plaster and concrete. Such materials should be preserved and
rehabilitated whenever possible.

2.1 Preserve original building materials.
Appropriate
e Repair deteriorated building materials by patching, piecing in, consolidating or
otherwise reinforcing the material.
e Remove only those materials which are deteriorated, and beyond reasonable
repair.
Inappropriate
¢ Do not remove original materials that are in good condition (the Landmark
Commission requires property owners to demonstrate that existing materials
cannot be reasonably repaired prior to granting approval to remove original
materials).

2.2 Preserve the visibility of original historic materials.
Appropriate
e Consider removing later covering materials that have not achieved historic
significance.
* Once a non-historic siding is removed, repair the original, underlying material.
e Carefully remove a later stucco finish if the process does not damage the
underlying original building material.
Inappropriate
e Do not remove a later stucco covering if the process may damage the
underlying original building material. Test the stucco to assure that the original
material underneath will not be damaged.
¢ Do not cover or obscure original building materials.
¢ Do not add another layer of new material if a property already has a non-
historic building material covering the original, as doing so would further
obscure the original.

Building Elements
Individual historic building elements should be repaired and preserved whenever
possible .

Historic Windows

The character-defining features of a historic window should be preserved. Historic
windows can be repaired by re-glazing and patching and splicing wood elements such
as muntins, frame, sill and casing. Repair and weatherization is more energy efficient,
and less expensive than replacement. If an original window cannot be repaired, new
replacement windows should be in character with the historic building.

2.13 Preserve the functional and decorative features of a historic window.
Appropriate
e Preserve historic window features including the frame, sash, muntins,
mullions, glazing, sills, heads, jambs, moldings, operation and groupings of
windows.
e Repair, rather than replace, frames and sashes, whenever possible.
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2.14 Maintain original window proportions and components.
Appropriate
e Preserve the position, number and arrangement of historic windows in a
building wall (flexibility in modifying a window on the rear of a contributing
structure may be considered. See “Locating Facade Improvements” on page 29
for more information).
¢ Maintain the original size, shape and number of panes.
¢ Repair and maintain windows regularly, including wood trim, glazing putty and

glass panes.
¢ Maintain historic art or stained glass.
Inappropriate

¢ Do not enclose a historic window opening or add a new opening.
¢ Do not significantly increase the amount of glass on a primary facade as it will
negatively affect the integrity of the structure.

2.15 Preserve the proportions of historic window openings.
Appropriate
e Restore altered window openings on primary facades to their original
configuration, when feasible.
Inappropriate
¢ Do not reduce an original opening to accommodate a smaller window or
increase it to accommodate a larger window.

2.16 Match replacement window design to the original.
Appropriate
¢ |If the original is double-hung, use a double-hung replacement window, or a
window that appears to be double-hung.
e Give special attention to matching the original design on a key character-
defining facade.

2.17 Use materials that appear similar to the original when replacing a window.
Appropriate
e Use the same material as the original window, especially on character-defining
walls (preferred approach).
e Consider an alternative material only if the appearance of the window
components will match those of the original in dimension, profile and finish.
e Use clear window glazing that conveys the visual appearance of historic glazing
(transparent low-e glass is preferred).
Inappropriate
¢ Do not use vinyl and unfinished metals as window materials.
¢ Do not use metallic or reflective window glazing.

2.18 Match the profile of the sash and its components to that of the original window.
Appropriate
¢ Maintain the profile depth of the sash, which steps back to the plane of the

glass in several increments.

2.19 Convey the character of historic sash divisions.
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Appropriate
¢ Use genuine muntins that divide a window into smaller panes of glass on key
walls and other highly visible places.

Inappropriate
¢ Do not use strips of material located between panes of glass to simulate
muntins.

2.20 Enhance the energy efficiency of an existing historic window, rather than
replace it.
Appropriate

e Add weather stripping and caulking around the window frame

¢ Install a storm window or insulated window shade

e Useclear UV films

Historic Doors

There are many different types and styles of front doors on historic Galveston
buildings. Most common are single doors with wood panels, wooden doors with glass
lights, or wooden doors with sidelights and/or transoms.

The character-defining features of a historic door and its distinct materials and
placement should be preserved. When a new door is needed, it should be in character
with the building, especially when it is located on a primary wall.

2.25 Preserve the decorative and functional features of a primary entrance door.
Appropriate

e Repair locks and other hardware if feasible.

e Preserve original and decorative features, including door frames, sills, heads,

jambs, moldings, detailing, transoms and flanking sidelights

Inappropriate

¢ Do not change the historic position of doors on primary facades.

¢ Do not add additional doors on primary fagades.

¢ Do not enclose transoms or sidelights.

2.26 Maintain the original position and proportions of a historically significant door.
Inappropriate
¢ Do not alter the original size and shape of a historic door.

2.27 Repair or replace a damaged historic door to maintain its general historic
appearance.
Appropriate

¢ Use materials that appear similar to that of the original.

¢ When replacing a historic door, use a design that appears similar to the original

door.
Inappropriate
e Do not use solid core or flush doors.

2.28 If necessary, install simple screen doors.
Appropriate
e Use painted wooden screen and storm doors or louvered wooden doors that
are backed with screening.
Inappropriate
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Conformance with the ¢ Do not use screen doors with highly decorative designs (metal scrollwork, etc.)
Design Standard for
Historic Properties
Staff finds that the request partially conforms to the Design Standards for Historic
Properties.

The proposed replacements are located in Location B: Highly Visible Secondary Wall.
Preservation and repair in place is the priority. While the applicant states the windows
to be replaced are not original to the house, photos provided by the applicant seem
to show the remnants of two-over-two wood windows. Because of the possibility that
at least some of the damaged windows may have been historic in appearance if not
original to the house, staff recommends that the damaged windows be replaced with
rebuilt historically accurate wood windows, or salvaged historically accurate wood
windows.

The applicant also proposes to replace a damaged side door in Location B with a six-
panel door and replace four doors facing the street with the same. According to the
manufacturer’s website, the door is made of an engineered material which is wood-
based and can be cut, sanded, and treated like wood. Because the material is similar
to wood, and because the doors are a standard design (solid panels) not specific to
any particular architectural style and not likely to be mistaken as historic, this
conforms with the Design Standards.

Staff Recommendation Staff recommends the request be approved with the following conditions:

Specific Conditions:

1. The exterior modifications shall conform to the design, materials and
placement presented in Attachment A of the staff report with the following
modifications:

a. The damaged or destroyed windows shall be rebuilt, replaced with
wood reproductions that match the existing historic windows, or with
salvaged wood windows which match the existing historic windows;

Standard Conditions:

2. Any significant alteration from the design approved by the Landmark
Commission, shall require the request to be returned to the Commission for
review;

3. The applicant shall obtain a building permit prior to beginning construction;

4. Any additional work will require a separate building permit from the Building
Department, and may require review by the Landmark Commission and/or the
City’s Historic Preservation Officer prior to construction;

5. The Landmark Commission approval shall expire after two years if no progress
has been made toward completion of a project unless the applicant files a
request for an extension or can show progress toward completion of a project;
and,

6. In accordance with Section 10.110 of the Land Development Regulations,
should the applicant be aggrieved by the decision of the Landmark
Commission, a letter requesting an appeal must be submitted to the Historic
Preservation Officer within 20 days of the Commission decision. Additionally,
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a Zoning Board of Adjustment application must be submitted to the
Development Services Department by the next respective deadline date.

Respectfully Submitted,

Daniel Lunsford Date

Planning Manager
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Galveston Historic Sites Inventory

1608 MARKET, GALVESTON, TX 77550

Parcel ID 690854
District East End Historic District

Building Faces S

DESCRIPTION

Type

Stylistic Influences
Stories

Exterior Wall
Materials

Foundation Type

Fence Type

CHIMNEYS

Single-Family House
Linear

National Folk
2
Horizontal wood board

Raised basement, Pier-
and-beam

Chain link fence

TX_GalvestonCounty_1608_Market_1.jpg

SURVEY SHEETS

Year Built ca. 1890
Priority Rating  Medium

ROOF

Roof Shape Hipped
Roof Features Wide eaves

PORCH

Porch Type Full width, Two story
Porch Location Front
Porch Roof Flat
No. of Porch Bays 2

Porch Support Chamfered posts
Type

Porch Features Squared wood balusters

Surveyors: Josh Conrad / Kristina Kupferschmid / Shonda Mace
March - April, 2015

High = Individually Eligible/Listed; Contributing
Medium = Contributing
Low = Non-Contributing

WINDOWS & DOORS

Window Types

Window Frame
Materials

Window Light
Configuration

Door Materials
Door Types

Door Features

INTEGRITY

Condition
Alterations

Double-hung
Wood

11,212

Wood

Single door primary
entrance, Multiple
entrances

Transom light

Good

Door replaced, Window
pattern slightly altered

East End Neighborhood

EXHIBIT B

Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc.
SURVEY SHEETSg@P40 09138
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Landmark Commission

Planning and Development Division
City of Galveston

June 1, 2026

26LC-011 STAFF REPORT

ADDRESS: Public Notice and Comment:

1811 20th Street Sent Returned In Favor Opposed No
Comment

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 25

The property is legally described as Abstract
628, M. B. Menard Survey, Lot 2, Maxwell
Corner, Part of Lot 7, Southwest Block 69,
Galveston Outlots, in the City and County of
Galveston, Texas

Applicant:
Paul Church

Property Owner:

Pelicanproperties.com Investments LLC

ZONING DISTRICT:
Urban Neighborhood, Neighborhood
Conservation District, One (UN-NCD-1)

Aye P (Bernarde De Galez)

HISTORIC DISTRICT:
None

REQUEST:

Request for designation as a Galveston
Landmark

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with Conditions

|| FERETE 0 ‘l_jrr‘

m -_,& f, g
EXHIBITS: =

A — Applicant’s Submittal

STAFF:
Catherine Gorman, AICP
Assistant Director/HPO

409-797-3665
cgorman@galvestontx.gov

1
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Executive Summary

The applicant is requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a

Galveston Landmark.

Location

Zoning Land Use

Zoning

Subject Site

Urban Neighborhood, Residential
Neighborhood Conservation

District, One (UN-NCD-1)

North

Urban Neighborhood, Residential
Neighborhood Conservation

District, One (UN-NCD-1)

South

Urban Neighborhood, Residential
Neighborhood Conservation

District, One (UN-NCD-1)

East

Urban Neighborhood, Residential
Neighborhood Conservation

District, One (UN-NCD-1)

Analysis

West

Urban Neighborhood, Residential
Neighborhood Conservation

District, One (UN-NCD-1)

As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be

considered during the Landmark Designation review process:

1.

The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the
United States.

The Niccolai Apartment Building was constructed in 1934 by Aderbane Louis “Albert”
Niccolai and his wife Amelia Foltin Niccolai. The apartment building replaced a
smaller tenant building that was moved to 1917 Avenue O %, where it still stands.
Mr. Niccolai was an Italian immigrant who arrived in the United States via Ellis Island
in 1916. Through the generosity of a former employer, Brewer W. Key, Mr. Niccolai
was able to purchase the site, including the corner store at 2001 Avenue O 1/2, which
had been built in 1904 by Carlo Vaiani, also an Italian immigrant.

Properties that are associated importantly with the lives of persons historically
significant in the history of the United States, the State of Texas, or the City of
Galveston.

The Niccolai Apartment Building is associated with the life and work of Galveston’s
Italian immigrant population.

Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.

The Niccolai Apartment Building retains much of its historic integrity, including the
name of the building which is featured on a tile mosaic on the front facade. The

current owners have removed two windows on the front facade, but took pains to
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match the brick infill. The herringbone pattern of the infill helps identify the infill
as a modern alteration.

Financial Incentives for The property is not in a historic district and is eligible for the Financial Incentive for
Historic Properties Historic Properties for new Galveston Landmarks.
Other Reviews The Planning Commission will hear this request at the June 2, 2026 meeting. City

Council has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark Designation. The
request will be heard at the regular meeting of June 25, 2026.

Staff Recommendation Staff recommends approval with the following condition:

Standard Condition:

1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including
Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas.

Respectfully Submitted:

W 05/19/2026

Catherine Gorfy(, AICP Date
Assistant Director/Historic Preservation Officer

Phge 23 of 38



EXHIBIT A
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Landmark Commission

Planning and Development Division
City of Galveston

June 1, 2026

26LC-013 STAFF REPORT

ADDRESS: Public Notice and Comment:

1616 Broadway / Avenue Sent Returned In Favor Opposed No
Comment

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 15

The property is legally described as Abstract
628, M. B. Menard Survey, Lot 11 and West
Portion of Lot 10, Block 196, in the City and

County of Galveston, Texas

Applicant:
Christine Glover

Property Owner:
J. Michael and Christine Glover

ZONING DISTRICT:
Residential, Single-Family, Historic District
(R-3-H)

HISTORIC DISTRICT:
Silk Stocking

REQUEST:

Request for designation as a Galveston
Landmark

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with Conditions

EXHIBITS:
A — Applicant’s Submittal

STAFF:
Catherine Gorman, AICP
Assistant Director/HPO

409-797-3665
cgorman@galvestontx.gov

1
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Executive Summary The applicant is requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a
Galveston Landmark.

Zoning Location Zoning Land Use
Subject Site | Residential, Single-Family, Residential
Historic District (R-3-H)
North Residential, Single-Family, Residential
Historic District (R-3-H)
South Residential, Single-Family, Residential
Historic District (R-3-H)
East Residential, Single-Family, Residential
Historic District (R-3-H)
West Residential, Single-Family, Church
Historic District (R-3-H)
Analysis As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be

considered during the Landmark Designation review process:

1.

The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the
United States.

The Sally Trueheart Williams House was built in 1928 to replace a family home
designed by Nicholas Clayton and located at 1606 Broadway, since demolished. After
the passing of her father Henry Martyn Trueheart in 1914, Ms. Williams and her
mother decided that the house was too large for them to maintain and made plans to
build a home that was better suited to their needs. Architect Cameron Fairchild was
hired to design the new house in the Spanish Colonial Revival style popular at the
time.

Distinctive characteristics of a period or method of construction, or architecture,
representative of, or a rare survivor of, the work of a master designer, builder, or
craftsmen.

Born in Waco, Cameron Fairchild began his architectural practice in Houston in 1925.
Over the course of a long career, he became noted for his eclectic single-family
“country houses” in affluent Houston neighborhoods such as Shadow Lawn,
Boulevard Oaks, Braeswood, Riverside Terrace, and River Oaks.

Fairchild was especially identified with River Oaks, where he designed the Lamberth—
Abercrombie House at 2221 River Oaks Boulevard, one of the first houses built on
River Oaks Boulevard. Fairchild designed all five of the houses that the River Oaks
Corporation built around the first of the River Oaks Courts on Stanmore Drive in 1936.
Fairchild also designed 2112 Brentwood; 2911 Ella Lee Lane for his brother William
Fairchild, 3244 Ella Lee Lane; 3320 Chevy Chase Drive; and the 17-story River Oaks
Apartments.
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During his long career, Fairchild designed or remodeled numerous public buildings in
Houston, including the Jesse H. Jones Library Building at the Texas Medical Center
(1954); the 14-story downtown First Savings Building (1964; demolished 2002); and
South Texas College of Law. He was also responsible for numerous alterations and
additions to Trinity Episcopal Church on Main Street, where he was a parishioner,
vestry member, and senior warden.

Fairchild was also active in Galveston, where he designed many homes for the city’s
elite, and public buildings such as the seven-building student housing complex at
University of Texas Medical Branch (1955). Beyond Houston and Galveston, Fairchild
designed the Cody Memorial Library (1939) and the Lois Perkins Chapel (1948) on the
campus of Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas, and the Taylor Public
Library in Taylor, Texas (1959). According to the Taylor Public Library website,
Fairchild was chosen to design the library “because of his high standing in the
profession of architecture and because Taylor had been the childhood home of both
Mr. Fairchild and of his wife, the former Helen Tarkington.”

Fairchild was born in Waco, Texas, on August 20, 1902. He was educated at
Southwestern University in Georgetown and the University of Texas, from which he
graduated in 1924. From 1924 to 1925, he worked for the Austin architect George L.
Walling. In 1925, Fairchild began independent practice in Houston. He took a brief
leave from architecture to serve in the armed forces during World War II. Fairchild
served two terms as president of the Houston Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects. He maintained his practice for over 50 years before retiring to Pine Bluff,
Arkansas, where he died in 1985.

3. Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling or association.

The Sally Trueheart Williams House retains all aspects of historic integrity of location,

design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling or association.

The property is in a historic district and is not eligible for the Financial Incentive for
Historic Properties for new Galveston Landmarks.

Financial Incentives for
Historic Properties

The Planning Commission will hear this request at the June 2, 2026 meeting. City
Council has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark Designation. The
request will be heard at the regular meeting of June 25, 2026.

Other Reviews

Staff Recommendation Staff recommends approval with the following condition:

Standard Condition:

1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including
Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas.
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Respectfully Submitted:

05/19/2026

Catherine Gorma%él‘?( Date
Assistant Director/Historic Preservation Officer
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Exhibit A

Statement of Architectural Significance
1616 Broadway

Having admired her sister’s newly constructed home in Houston, designed by architect Cameron
Fairchild, Sally Trueheart Williams and her mother Annie decided to pare down their living
space. Both mother and daughter had lived in the family home at 1606 Broadway for many years
and decided that the Nicholas Clayton mansion was too much for them to maintain. They hired
Cameron Fairchild to design, for them, a home in the estate’s garden space.

Cameron Douglas Fairchild was born in Waco, Texas in 1902 and was educated at Southwestern
University in Georgetown and the University of Texas in Austin. He was a member of the
American Institute of Architects for most of his career and President of the Houston chapter in
1958. In 1928 he designed one of the first homes to be built on River Oaks Boulevard in
Houston, the Clarence O. Lamberth-Jones Abercrombie house. Other River Oaks homes are the
Marion Martin Home at 2521 Stanmore Drive and one for his brother at 2911 Ella Lee Lane.

Cameron quickly became known for his residential architecture. He designed homes in
Houston’s top neighborhoods, including River Oaks, Shadowlawn, Old Braeswood, Riverside
Terrace, and Boulevard Oaks. In River Oaks, he was commissioned by the River Oaks
Corporation to design the River Oaks Court homes, the first homes built on the lots on Stanmore

Drive.
Other commissions of interest are The River Oaks High Rise at 3433 Westheimer, the Jesse H

Jones Library in the Texas Medical Center in Houston, various structures within the property of
Trinity Episcopal Church on Main Street in Houston, the Cody Memorial Library and the Lois
Perkins Chapel on the grounds of Southwestern University in Georgetown and the Taylor Public
Library in Taylor, Texas (now demolished)

The Trueheart/ Williams ladies wished for a popular house trend during the 1920 and 1930’s
after the Panama-California Exposition of 1915-1916: a Mediterranean-style home with an
elegant, yet relaxed way of living. This was Fairchild’s first Galveston commission, and it led to
subsequent residential work from the Trueheart-Adriance-Menard-McCullough families as well
as others who found his design to be current and well appointed.

The home at 1616 Broadway, known as a “country home”, has an important feature in that the
front door does not face Broadway. The front door is under the porte-cochére on the back corner
of the house. In place of a front porch, so often seen in Galveston’s Victorian homes, is a
screened loggia, but is treated as a private extension as there is no door to the exterior.
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Many of the aspects of the Mediterranean-style design appoint this house. Low pitch, red tile
roofing, thick stucco walls, arched windows, expansive outdoor living space, and elaborated
chimneys all combine to illustrate the style.

During construction of the site, it was decided to keep the Nicholas Clayton original carriage
house and add stucco to the exterior to match the new house.

Galveston contractor William Roitsch built the house.
After the house was built, Fairchild had several Galveston commissions.
1602 Broadway
4525 Caduceus Place
2901 Avenue O
1705 35" Street
24 Cedar Lawn South
4804 Crockett Boulevard

5310 Seawall Boulevard (now demolished Eugenia Taylor and George Sealy, Jr.
residence)
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Statement of Historical and Cultural Significance

1616 Broadway

The property where 1616 Broadway now resides was 1606 Broadway in 1886. At that time, real
estate developer and civic leader, Henry Martyn Trueheart, had famed architect Nicholas Clayton
design a house for he and his family.

Henry Trueheart was one of the most prominent real estate agents in Galveston in the late 19"

century. He was born in 1832 in Virginia. His parents, lawyer John Overton Trueheart and Ann
Tomkins Minor Trueheart moved their family to Galveston just as Texas achieved statehood in
1845.

He was appointed the county tax assessor and collector in 1857, and held that position for almost
10 years, with his career being temporarily interrupted by the Civil War. Two months after
enlisting in the Confederate Coast Guard Company, Henry Martyn Trueheart participated in the
Battle of Galveston.

He married Annie Vanmeter Cunningham in West Virgina in 1866 and brought her home to
Texas. The couple had seven children, three of which were lost in childhood.

Henry joined his father’s real estate firm and eventually took it over along with his brother-in-
law John Adriance, Sr. and cousin, Lucia Minor.

At the height of the family’s real estate endeavors, they owned about three-million acres. By
1882 the company H.M. Trueheart and Company had Nicholas Clayton design an office at 212
22" Street, currently Pearl Gallery. Then Trueheart commissioned Nicholas Clayton to design a
family home on Broadway. The mansion Clayton designed consisted of 13 rooms, 8 closets, 2
bathrooms, 5 porches, and 7 mantled fireplaces with 6 brick flues. Included were a drawing
room. library, sitting room, dining room, and a grand entry with a central staircase.

The second child to be born to Henry and Annie was Sally Cunningham Trueheart. In 1895 Sally
married a grandson of General Sidney Sherman, a Massachusetts native who led the first charge
against Santa Anna at San Jacinto. Albert Sidney Williams and Sally were married at Sally’s
home at 1606 Broadway. Less than a year later a daughter, Marjorie, was born.

Sally was a member of the Equal Suffrage Club, the Wednesday Club, First Presbyterian Church,
American Red Cross, Daughter of the Confederacy, Daughters of the American Revolution, and
Colonial Dames. She founded the Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs.

In 1908, Sally created the card game, “Texas Heroes: An Instructive Game™ meant to help
children learn about influential Texans.

Following the death of Sally’s father, Henry M. Trueheart in 1914, Sally remained in the
Trueheart mansion with her daughter and widowed mother. As it became increasingly difficult
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for the two women to maintain the large house, they decided to build a home better suited to their
needs.

Sally commissioned Houston architect Cameron Fairchild to design their new home in the estate
garden area on the west side of the mansion. Fairchild had just completed a Houston home for
her sister, Elva Trueheart Brown. The new house was to be in the Spanish Colonial Revival style
popularized during the Panama-California Exposition in San Diego’s Balboa Park in 1915-1916.
Based on Spanish precedents found across Latin America, the two-story, stucco-covered house
featured most of the classic elements of the style including a multi-level tile roof, elaborated
chimney top, window grills, and a balcony and balconet.

After the completion of the house at 1616 Broadway, Sally had the family mansion demolished
and sold the lot. Annie passed away the following year at the age of 80.

Sally also passed away at age 80 in Galveston.

Daughter Marjorie went on to marry John Warwick McCullough, former President of Hutchings-
Sealy & Co. Bankers and President of the Sealy & Smith Foundation.

In 1990 Marjorie donated a gift to the Rosenberg Library for the construction of a public meeting
room. This is a beautiful room located in the historic 1904 wing on the second floor. An oil
portrait of the couple hangs in the room. Mrs. Trueheart Williams McCullough died in 1999 at
the age of 103 years.
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