
NOTICE OF MEETING 
LANDMARK COMMISSION  

OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON 
MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2026 - 4:00 PM 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 2ND FLOOR OF CITY HALL 
823 ROSENBERG, GALVESTON, TEXAS 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 
 

One or more members of the Landmark Commission may attend the meeting by 
videoconference. 

 A quorum of the members of the Landmark Commission will be physically present at the 
meeting location. 

  
1. Call Meeting to Order 

2. Attendance 

3. Conflict of Interest 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 4.A March 16, 2026 

5. Public Comment  
Request to Address Commission on Agenda Items Without Public Hearings and Non-Agenda 
Items (three-minute maximum per speaker. If speaking through a translator, six-minute 
maximum per speaker) 

6. New Business and Associated Public Hearings 

 6.A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

  1. 26LC-004 (1813 24th Street) Request for designation as a Galveston Landmark. The property 
is legally described as Eanes Subdivison (2013), Lot 5, Acres 0.256, in the City and County of 
Galveston, Texas.Applicant: John Zempter Eanes  
Property Owner: John Zempter Eanes 

7. Discussion Item 

 7.A Discussion of electrical infrastructure in historic districts (Chastain/Click) - Continued 

8. Adjournment 

  

I certify that the above Notice of Meeting was posted in a place convenient to the public in compliance 
with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code on 03/30/2026 at 3:30 PM  
 
Karina Rosales, Planning Technician 
 
Note:  An aggrieved applicant must file a letter requesting an appeal to the Historic Preservation 
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Officer within 20 days of the rendition of the Commission’s decision. 
 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
(ADA), PERSONS IN NEED OF A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
PROCEEDING SHALL, WITHIN THREE (3) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY PROCEEDING, CONTACT THE 
CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE, SUITE 201, 823 ROSENBERG, GALVESTON, TEXAS 77550 (409 
797-3510) 
 
MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL MAY BE ATTENDING AND PARTICIPATING IN THIS MEETING 
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 MINUTES OF THE LANDMARK COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF GALVESTON 

                                                                               REGULAR MEETING – March 16, 2026 
 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 

Members Present: Bourgeois, Chastain, Click, Langdale, Stetzel-Thompson, Ex 
Officio CM Lewis 

 
Members Absent: Allen (Alternate), Fitz, Svendsen (Alternate), Thierry 
 
Staff Present: Daniel Lunsford, Planning Manager; Donna Fairweather, Interim 

City Attorney; Karina Rosales, Planning Technician. 
 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
None 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

The March 2, 2026, regular meeting minutes were accepted as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None 
 

NEW BUSINESS AND ASSOCIATED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
 
26LC-003 (1815 Broadway / Avenue J) Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to the 
structure including restoring historic front façade, changing window openings, removing an existing 
chimney, replacing front doors, and adding roof dormers.  Property is legally described as M.B. Menard 
Survey, Lot 4, Block 138, in the City and County of Galveston, Texas.  
Applicant: Michael Gaertner  
Property Owner:  Michael Douglas / Douglas Dreamscapes, LLC. 
 
Staff presented the report and noted that five public hearing notices were sent, and none returned. 

 
Chairperson Click opened the public hearing on the case. The applicant, Michael Gaertner, gave a 
presentation to the Commission. See the attached list of presentations made to the Commission. The public 
hearing was closed, and the Chairperson called for a motion. 

 
Commissioner Chastain made a motion to approve the request with Staff’s Recommendations.  
 
Commissioner Stetzel-Thompson seconded. 
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The Chairperson called for questions or comments from the Commission. The following votes were cast: 
 
In favor:  Bourgeois, Chastain, Click, Langdale, Stetzel-Thompson,  
Opposed:   None 
Absent:   Allen (Alternate), Fitz, Svendsen (Alternate), Thierry 
Non-voting participants:  Ex Officio CM Lewis 
 
The motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION ITEM 
 

Staff opened the “Discussion of electrical infrastructure in historic districts (Chastain/Click)” item. The 
Commission requested the item be added to the next scheduled meeting. 

 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 4:37 PM    
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Landmark Commission 
Planning and Development Division 
City of Galveston 
April 6, 2026 

1 

26LC-004 STAFF REPORT 
ADDRESS: 
1813 24th Street 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
The property is legally described as Eanes 
Subdivison (2013), Lot 5, Acres 0.256, in the 
City and County of Galveston, Texas 

Applicant: 
John Zempter Eanes 

Property Owner: 
John Zempter Eanes 

ZONING DISTRICT: 
Residential, Single-Family, Historic District 
(R-3-H) 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: 
Silk Stocking 

REQUEST: 
Request for designation as a Galveston 
Landmark 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Approval with Conditions 

EXHIBITS: 
A – Applicant’s Submittal 

STAFF: 
Catherine Gorman, AICP 
Assistant Director/HPO 
409-797-3665
cgorman@galvestontx.gov

Public Notice and Comment: 

Sent Returned In Favor Opposed No 
Comment 

25 

Page 5 of 15



2 

 

Executive Summary 
 
 
 
Zoning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The applicant is requesting designation of the above referenced address, as a 
Galveston Landmark.   
 

 
As per Article 10 of the Land Development Regulations, the following criteria should be 
considered during the Landmark Designation review process: 
 
1. The character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural 

characteristics of the City of Galveston, Galveston County, the State of Texas, or the 
United States.  

The James Walter and Agnes May Zempter House at  1813 24th Street is a rare 
example of a house that has remained in the same family that built it four generations 
ago.   
 
The property derives primary significance from its direct association with the 
rebuilding of Galveston following the 1900 Storm, one of the most consequential 
events in the city’s history. Constructed in 1906, the house was built during the critical 
reconstruction and grade-raising period that reshaped Galveston’s physical and 
economic landscape. 
 
James Walter Zempter, a skilled craftsman and contractor, arrived in Galveston in 
1900 to participate in the rebuilding effort. By 1903, he had established a contracting 
partnership and later founded his own firm, J.W. Zempter Contracting & Co., which 
operated for over four decades. During this time, Zempter contributed significantly to 
the reconstruction and expansion of Galveston’s built environment, including the 
construction of public schools, infrastructure improvements, and commercial and 
institutional buildings. His work included projects associated with the seawall system, 
educational facilities, and municipal infrastructure essential to the city’s recovery and 
growth. 
 
The subject residence was constructed by Zempter himself and served as his family 
home. As such, it represents a direct and tangible link to the labor, craftsmanship, and 
entrepreneurial activity that underpinned Galveston’s recovery in the early twentieth 
century. 
 

Location Zoning Land Use 
Subject Site Residential, Single-Family, 

Historic District (R-3-H) 
Residential 

North Residential, Single-Family, 
Historic District (R-3-H) 

Residential  

South Residential, Single-Family, 
Historic District (R-3-H) 

Residential 

East Residential, Single-Family, 
Historic District (R-3-H) 

Residential 

West Residential, Single-Family, 
Historic District (R-3-H) 

Residential 
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Financial Incentives for 
Historic Properties 
 
Other Reviews 
 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 

2. Properties that are associated importantly with the lives of persons historically 
significant in the history of the United States, the State of Texas, or the City of 
Galveston. 
The residence is strongly associated with the life and work of James Walter 
Zempter, a locally significant builder whose contributions to Galveston’s 
development were substantial and long-lasting. Over the course of his career, 
Zempter constructed numerous buildings and infrastructure elements that 
contributed to the city’s physical and civic framework. 
 
In addition to his professional work, Zempter was deeply engaged in the 
community, maintaining long-term involvement in civic and professional 
organizations, including the Galveston Builder’s Exchange, Rotary Club, and the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
 
The property also reflects the continued contributions of subsequent generations 
of the Zempter family, including educators, medical professionals, and civic 
leaders, reinforcing the residence’s association with individuals who have played 
meaningful roles in the community over more than a century. 
 

3. Retention of historic integrity, meaning that the property possesses several, and 
usually most, of the following aspects of integrity: location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling or association. 
The James Walter and Agnes May Zempter House retains much of its historic 
integrity.  Alterations made to the structure by Mr. Zempter in 1928 have become 
significant in their own right.   

 
The property is in a historic district and is ineligible for the Financial Incentive for 
Historic Properties for new Galveston Landmarks.  
 
The Planning Commission will hear this request at the April 7, 2026 meeting.  City 
Council has the final decision regarding the request for a Landmark Designation. The 
request will be heard at the regular meeting of April 23, 2026. 

 
Staff recommends approval with the following condition: 

 
Standard Condition: 
1. As with all properties containing a Historic Overlay Designation, including 

Landmark Designations, exterior alterations to the property will be subject to 
review and approval by the Landmark Commission and must conform to the 
Design Standards for Historic Properties of Galveston, Texas. 
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Respectfully Submitted: 

_________________________________  ______________________ 
Catherine Gorman, AICP  Date 
Assistant Director/Historic Preservation Officer 

03/24/2026
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Exhibit A
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